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Anniversaries, Milestones and New Horizons  
I’m honoured to be writing my inaugural President’s Page accepting the 
CTS leadership baton from Andrew Halayko, who presided over an 
eventful past year for the CTS. To those of you whom I haven’t met, I 
labour in Vancouver as a respirologist, and am on faculty at the 
University of British Columbia with subspecialty interests in cystic fibrosis 
and pulmonary manifestations of connective tissue disorders. 
 
Thanks to my predecessors, and with the tireless work from our staff and 
volunteers, CTS has reached new organizational milestones which 
include: a fresh new brand identity and tagline, a new journal, and last 

but not least a positive bottom line. With origins dating back to 1958, we are nascent as an 
independent entity, just celebrating our 2nd anniversary as a separately incorporated, fully 
inter-disciplinary, non-profit professional society. We’ve just wrapped up our annual meeting 
and report to the membership in conjunction with what I believe was a very successful 10th 
edition of the Canadian Respiratory Conference.  The 10th anniversary conference was held 
in beautiful Montréal, a city celebrating 375 years of existence at the same time as Canada’s 
150th birthday. All of these were important anniversaries to be acknowledged and feted.   
  
As I look ahead with the CTS Executive and Board, I see opportunities to build upon the 
gains made this past year and to achieve some key aspirations for the CTS. One theme you 
will see at the forefront is an ongoing commitment to engage and to provide ‘value-adds’ for 
our membership. The results of the 2017 member Needs Assessment Survey will inform the 
future development of our education and continuing professional development programs and 
help us to attract and retain members.  We have an exciting pipeline of position statements, 
guidelines and implementation resources and tools, all with the goal of enhancing evidence-
based clinical practice. We will continue to build on the successful track record of our 
conference and look to you for feedback on how we maximize the learning opportunities 
around the meeting. You may be aware of measures undertaken by the Royal College to 
move to competency-based learning and we see exciting opportunities to aid our 
membership in responding to these changes. Our new journal as you know has just “hit the 
stands”  under the able editorial lead of Dr. Peter Paré and is a great opportunity for the 
Canadian respiratory community to showcase our work and keep up to date with new 
developments. We will engage key segments of the membership, such as pediatric 
respirologists and our multi-disciplinary healthcare professionals, to ensure their integration 
in all of our key initiatives. Additionally we will expand and enhance opportunities to engage 
residents, fellows and trainees and to support the development of their careers as healthcare 
providers and/or researchers. 
 
These goals will only be achieved through collaboration: firstly with our members who 
provide valuable input and advice on priorities, including those serve as volunteers on 
committees and clinical assemblies.  We also will work strategically with our sister societies 
such as CHEST, ATS, and ERS and with national organizations such as The Lung 
Association and CIHR’s Institute for Circulatory and Respiratory Health.     
 



A reality of being an independent society is that we have to stand financially on our own two 
feet. Your participation in the form of renewing your annual membership is crucial as is your 
attendance at our national meeting, the Canadian Respiratory Conference. In addition, your 
CTS executive is charged with the responsibility to find new ways to generate the resources 
required to deliver on our mission. We are excited by a number of new initiatives that will be 
coordinated through the newly established Business Development Advisory Committee. 
 
‘Advancing knowledge. Improving outcomes’ is our new tagline to communicate our impact 
as the national professional society for respirology. I believe this encapsulates well our 
member-focused vision to improve lung health for all Canadians.  I personally invite you to 
renew your CTS membership, attend the 2018 Canadian Respiratory Conference in my 
home town of Vancouver, submit articles to our journal, and to contribute at whatever level 
you can to our endeavours. I would also exhort you to get this message out to any of your 
colleagues who are not current members of our professional society and invite them to join 
us in reaching the next set of CTS milestones!     
  
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
Pearce Wilcox, MD, FRCPC 
CTS President         


