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ANNOTATED DIRECTORY – INFECTION CONTROL OF COVID 

list of links, titles, and notes 

Comments: Dr. Bryan Ross from the Montreal Chest Institute/MUHC 

EDITOR'S PICKS 

#1 

Title: Comments: 

Point-of-care diagnostic 

tests for detecting SARS-

CoV-2 antibodies: a 

systematic review and 

meta-analysis of real-

world data 

Given the highly contagious nature of the SARS-CoV-2 virus and some limitations of the 

gold-standard RT-PCR swab test (invasive, time-consuming, need for specialized 

operators and laboratories), a front-line POC test would confer significant triaging, 

contact tracing and other infection control applications. POC antibody testing in 

particular may help guide post-lockdown return-to-work decisions. This systematic 

review and meta-analysis of 10 studies (note that 8/10 articles included are still in pre-

print) aimed to characterize the evidence and performance characteristics of point-of-

care (POC) rapid diagnostic tests to detect SARS-CoV-2 antibodies (IgM/IgG). The main 

conclusion from this study (drawn cumulatively from high heterogeneity and risk of 

reporting bias; weak agreement between the POC and the gold-standard RT-PCR test; 

low sample power of included studies; and a pooled sensitivity of only 64.8% for POC 

testing) is that POC testing in its current commercially available form requires further 

rigorous investigation and is not yet fit for current clinical use. 

Author et al.: 

Riccò 

Journal: 

J Clin Med 

Date: 

5/18/2020 

#2 

Title: Comments: 

The ethics of COVID-19 

immunity-based licenses 

(“immunity passports”) 

A concise and interesting reflection of the ethical considerations in allowing or 

restricting individuals from their freedom of mobility based on the presence or absence 

of documented immunity (via recovery from illness or via vaccination). These "immunity 

passports" (or "immunity-based licenses", as the authors prefer) are discussed within 

the fundamental ethical values of i) maximization of benefit, ii) priority of the least 

advantaged, and iii) equal treatment. Of course, implementing such a system mandates 

that the test itself for immunity is valid and reliable, and that a 'positive' test for 

immunity really means that the individual is immune.   

Author et al.: 

Persad 

Journal: 

JAMA 

Date: 

5/6/2020 

#3 

Title: Comments: 

Infectious Diseases 

Society of America 

guidelines on infection 

prevention in patients 

with suspected or known 

COVID-19 

This IDSA guideline, last updated on April 30th, is a principal reference to guide the 

healthcare worker (HCW) in infection prevention and control practices. Results of the 

systematic review are distilled into 8 recommendations on the use of personal 

protective equipment (PPE) for HCWs. A summary of the recommendations on the use 

of PPE, in either i) conventional or crisis settings, and either ii) aerosolizing or non-

aerosolizing procedures, are summarized in Figure 1.    

Author et al.: 

Lynch 

Journal: 

N/A (IDSA) 

2020 Date: 

4/27/2020 
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May 

➢ 27 May 2020 - Prather et al:  Reducing transmission of SARS-CoV-2. Science. 2020. doi:10.1126/science.abc6197. 
➢ 15 May 2020 - Gao et al. A Systematic Review of Asymptomatic Infections with COVID-19. J Microbiol Immunol 

Infect. 2020. doi:10.1016/j.jmii.2020.05.001. 

 

April 

➢ 10 April 2020 - Wei et al. Presymptomatic Transmission of SARS-CoV-2 - Singapore, January 23-March 16, 2020. 
MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep. 2020;69(14):411-415. doi: 10.15585/mmwr.mm6914e1. 

 

March 

➢ 5 March 2020 - Rothe et al. Transmission of 2019-nCoV Infection from an Asymptomatic Contact in Germany. N Engl 
J Med. 2020;382(10):970-971. doi: 10.1056/NEJMc2001468. 
 

➢ 4 March 2020 - Ong et al: Air, Surface Environmental, and Personal Protective Equipment Contamination by Severe 
Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) From a Symptomatic Patient_JAMA. 
DOI: 10.1001/jama.2020.3227 

 

February 

➢ 21 Feb 2020 - Bai et al. Presumed Asymptomatic Carrier Transmission of COVID-19. JAMA. 2020;323(14):1406-1407. 
doi:10.1001/jama.2020.2565. 

 

PPE Videos : 

MUHC :  https://youtu.be/4VaTdL6uFwU 

CDC: https://www.utmb.edu/covid-19/health-care-workers/don-and-doff-ppe 
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