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Canadian Lung Health Organizations Call on Governments: Landmark Tobacco Settlement — A
Historic Opportunity to Protect Lung Health

Historic $32.5 billion settlement with tobacco companies provides a critical opportunity to strengthen
smoking prevention, cessation, and lung health programs across Canada.

February 5, 2026 — The Canadian Thoracic Society (CTS), in collaboration with other lung health partners
across the country, acknowledges the landmark 2025 federal tobacco settlement with major tobacco
companies, requiring $32.5 billion in compensation for the harm caused by tobacco products. This
historic agreement represents a unique opportunity to strengthen tobacco and vaping control initiatives,
smoking cessation programs and lung health prevention efforts across Canada.

The harms from commercial tobacco are clear, pervasive and longstanding. While Canada has made
significant progress in reducing smoking prevalence — from 50% of adults in 1965 to 12% of adults in 2022
— tobacco and vaping continue to threaten the respiratory health of Canadians, particularly youth and
young adults. Vaping products, often promoted by commercial tobacco companies, pose new challenges
that must be addressed through proactive public health measures.

Provinces will collectively receive $24 billion over the next 20 years, with an upfront payment of $6.3
billion. These funds have the potential to save lives and reduce future health care costs, yet there are
currently no restrictions on their use. We call on provincial governments to invest a meaningful portion
of these funds in:

e Comprehensive tobacco and vaping prevention and cessation programs,

e Public awareness campaigns and policy initiatives that are targeting youth and vulnerable
populations to reduce acute and long-term harms from tobacco and nicotine use and,

e Lung health research and patient support initiatives addressing conditions such as COPD, asthma,
interstitial lung disease, lung cancer and other chronic diseases associated with tobacco use.

This settlement also includes compensation programs for eligible smokers and former smokers diagnosed
with certain tobacco-related illnesses. We encourage healthcare professionals and community
organizations to ensure Canadians are aware of their potential eligibility. More information is available at
COPD Canada.

“This settlement represents a historic opportunity to make real, measurable progress in preventing
commercial tobacco use and supporting those living with its consequences,” said Dr. Erika Penz,
President of the Canadian Thoracic Society. “Every province and territory has a moral responsibility to
invest these funds in ways that reduce the ongoing toll of tobacco and vaping on Canadians’ health.”
Members of the Canadian Respiratory Roundtable also encourage health professionals to act as trusted
sources of information for patients who may be eligible for compensation under the Pan-Canadian
Claimants’ Compensation Plan (PCC) or the Quebec Class Action Administration Plan (QCAP). These
programs offer payments to eligible smokers and ex-smokers diagnosed with specific tobacco-related
diseases, including COPD and lung cancer.

“COPD Canada has long championed stronger supports for people living with tobacco-related
conditions,” said Henry Roberts of COPD Canada. “This settlement is an important step forward — but
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only if governments reinvest these funds into meaningful prevention, cessation and patient support
programs that improve the lives of Canadians.”

“As respiratory health professionals, we have a duty to ensure this historic settlement drives meaningful
public health impact,” added Dr. Penz. “By investing in prevention, cessation and lung health programs,
we can protect Canadians today and for generations to come.”

About the Canadian Respiratory Roundtable
The Canadian Respiratory Roundtable is a forum of over 20 patient and professional organizations
working in lung health. This network has allowed healthcare professionals and patients access to the
most up-to-date evidence-based information and medical expertise on issues impacting their lung health.
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About the Canadian Thoracic Society
The Canadian Thoracic Society (CTS) is Canada’s national specialty society for respirology that brings
together specialists, researchers, educators, and healthcare professionals working in respiratory, critical
care, and sleep medicine. The CTS advances lung health by enhancing the ability of healthcare
professionals through leadership, collaboration, research, learning, and advocacy, and providing the best
respiratory practices in Canada.

For Media Inquiries please contact:
Faith Neale — Manager, Membership & Communications — fneale@cts-sct.ca
To request further information: cts-sct.ca / info@cts-sct.ca / @CTS_SCT

613-235-6650 1000 Innovation Dr Suite 500 cts-sct.ca
inffo@cts-sct.ca Ottawa, ON K2K 3E7


mailto:fneale@cts-sct.ca
mailto:info@cts-sct.ca

